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priesthood; still the attempt would have destroyed his Ministry.
But he largely increased the revenue of the College of
Maynooth, in the hope, probably, that this would raise the
status and position of the Irish priests, and attract into their
ranks sons of the Catholic gentry; the measure was in the
right direction; but the immense majority of this order of men
is still drawn from the class of the superior peasantry, and has
the feelings of the Catholic occupier of the soil. Another
important measure of Peel was an effort to improve and
extend the education of the higher middle class in Ireland,
which had remained in a deplorably low condition. He
established the " Queen's Colleges," as they have been called;
but these institutions embodied the faulty principle of the
Primary or National system referred to before; they were con-
demned as "godless " by the Irish Catholic Bishops; and though
they have been, in some degree, successful, and have flourished
in Presbyterian Ireland, Catholic Ireland has no sympathy
with them. Since Peel's time, a kind of University, on the
French model, has been set up in Ireland, with fruitful results;
but the education provided for the upper middle class of the
Irish Catholics is still bad and imperfect. The University of
Dublin indeed, to her great credit, has long ago thrown open
her degrees and honours of every kind to the Irish Catholic ;
this liberality began as far back as 1793; it has been steadily,
and ever since, continued. But the University of Dublin
remains a Protestant place of learning; its teaching and spirit
are distinctly Protestant; a Catholic atmosphere, so to speak,
does not breathe in it. Catholic Ireland, as Burke and
Newman have written, has a just claim to a Catholic
University of its own.
It is scarcely necessary to say that, by this time. Peel had
broken completely with the system of Protestant ascendency
in Irish affairs, with which, indeed, he never had heartfelt
sympathy. He soon dissociated himself still further from the